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A VOLUNTEER  NEWSLETTER 


issue  #2:  Winter  2000 


A Message  From  the  Minister 

I would  like  to  thank  all  of  our  Natural  Resources 
Service  volunteers  for  their  generous  contributions  to 
Alberta  and,  most  certainly,  to  the  people  of  our 
province.  Your  gift  of  over  75,000  hours  annually  in 
support  of  Natural  Resources  Service  programs  and 
projects  is  remarkable. 

Unsung  heroes,  you  offer  your  time  and  energy  in  a 
wide  range  of  activities  that  benefit  all  Albertans. 
Volunteering  in  support  of  our  fish  and  wildlife  pro- 
grams, as  park  interpreters,  campground  hosts,  volun- 
teer stewards,  and  water  monitors,  you  contribute  much 
more  than  the  public  realizes. 

You  are  co-stewards  of  our  lands,  forests,  wildlife, 
water  and  other  natural  resources,  helping  to  protect 
Alberta’s  natural  treasures.  Alberta  is  renowned  for  its 
clean  air,  clean  water  and  wild  places,  and  you  should 
be  very  proud  of  your  involvement  in  protecting  these 
resources.  I am  certain  that  you  truly  enjoy  your  work 
and  derive  pleasure  and  meaning  from  your  diverse 
activities. 


Quite  simply,  you  are  our  "Partners  in  Preservation," 
and  we  depend  upon  you.  Looking  ahead  to  the  next 
millennium,  there  will  be  fresh  challenges,  and  new  and 
different  requirements  for  volunteers.  As  we  rise  to 
meet  these  challenges,  keep  in  mind  that  the  Alberta 
government  highly  values  your  dedication,  commit- 
ment and  leadership,  and  truly  appreciates  your  ongo- 
ing efforts. 

Thank  you  very  much  for  your  help. 

Gary  G.  Mar,  Q.C. 

Minister  of  Environment 
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"Partners  in  Preservation”  is  produced  twice  a 
year  by  the  Communication  Task  Group  of  the 
Volunteer  Co-ordinating  Committee.  Our 
intent  is  to  provide  a forum  for  volunteers, 
staff  and  management  to  communicate  with 
each  other  on  matters  pertaining  to  volun- 
teerism  within  the  Natural  Resources  Service 
of  Alberta  Environment. 

To  submit  an  article,  to  contact  us  regarding 
changes  to  the  mailing  list,  or  to  receive  a free 
subscription: 

call  Lori  at  (780)  427-3805 
or  e-mail  her  @ 

Lor  i . Ruzy  cki  @go  v.  ab . ca 
or  write  to: 

Partners  in  Preservation, 

Marketing  and 
Partnerships  Branch 
Natural  Resources  Service 
2nd  Floor,  Oxbridge  Place 
9820  - 106  Street 
Edmonton,  Alberta 
T5K  2J6 

Deadline  for  submissions  for  the  next  issue  is 
February  29,  2000. 

Watch  for  future  issues  posted  on  the  internet 
at  http : // www.  go v.  ab . c a / en v/parks 


The  Newsletter  Team: 


June  Markwart 
Editor 


Cyndy  Jones 
Assistant  Editor 


Lori  Ruzycki 

Co-ordinator  and  Administrative  Support 


Sandra  Myers 

Volunteer  Services  Co-ordinator 


David  Vetra 

Volunteer  Co-ordinating  Committee  Liaison 


Readers  Survey  Results 

Results  from  our  first  “Partners  in 
Preservation”  Readers  Survey  are 
in!  You  indicated  an  important  goal 
for  this  newsletter  should  be  to  pro- 
vide a forum  for  communication 
and  information  sharing  among  vol- 
unteers, staff  and  management. 
Feature  articles  on  volunteer  proj- 
ects are  also  of  great  interest  to  our 
readers,  as  were  ads  for  upcoming 
events  and  new  volunteer  opportu- 
nities. We  have  incorporated  your 
ideas  into  this  newsletter  and  will 
continue  to  do  so. 

We  will  continue  the  reader  survey 
for  the  next  few  issues  to  give  you 
an  opportunity  to  express  your 
opinions  as  the  newsletter  develops. 
Keep  sending  in  your  ideas  and 
comments.  All  submissions  will  be 
tracked  and  a random  draw  made 
after  the  next  issue.  You  could  win 
a special  prize,  just  for  telling  us 
what  you  think! ! Thanks  to  all  read- 
ers who  have  submitted  surveys  - 
you  are  now  eligible  for  the  prize. 
♦ 


In  Alberta  Dial  Toll  Free:  | -800-642-3800 


Rediscovering  Alberta's  Biological  Diversity 


by  John  Rintoul 

Natural  Heritage  Data  Coordinator 
Parks  and  Protected  Areas 
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In  Alberta  over  150  years  ago,  in  1848,  W. 
Spreadborough  collected  a fern,  Botrychium  min- 
ganense  (Mignan  moonwort).  The  specimen  was 
deposited  in  the  National  Museum  in  Ottawa.  The 
only  location  information  on  the  label  indicated  it 
occurred  on  damp  soil  in  the  Yellowhead  Pass  area. 
Does  it  still  exist  at  this  location?  How  large  is  the 
population?  What  condition  is  it  in?  To  answer 
these  questions,  we  need  to  revisit  the  site  or  find 
other  locations  where  it  grows.  Where  does  one 
begin  their  search?  The  Alberta  Natural  Heritage 
Information  Centre  (ANHIC)  is  a good  place  to 
start. 

ANHIC,  located  in  the  Parks  and  Protected  Areas 
Division  of  the  Natural  Resources  Service, 
Oxbridge  Place  office,  has  compiled  records  on  the 
locations  of  elements  (species,  subspecies,  vari- 
eties) of  conservation  concern  from  a variety  of 
sources.  The  main  sources  are  collections  of  spec- 
imens at  herbaria  and  museums  throughout  Canada 
and  North  America.  Other  sources  of  information 
include  published  and  non-published  reports,  field 
surveys  and  notes,  scientific  journals  and  personal 
observations,  including  field  reports  filed  annually 
by  Alberta  Parks  and  Protected  Areas  volunteer 
stewards. 


Why  are  we  interested  in  Botrychium  minganense? 
It’s  listed  as  a rare  species  in  much  of  its  range  (J.T. 
Kartesz  and  C.A.  Meacham.  1999.  The  Synthesis 
of  the  North  American  Flora).  According  to 
ANHIC,  there  are  19  sites  in  the  province  where  it 
occurs.  The  Yellowhead  Pass  occurrence  has  not 
been  observed  since  the  initial  discovery  in  1848. 
This  occurrence  is  one  of  only  9 occurrences  (out 
of  a total  of  3,506)  for  close  to  481  vascular  plant 
elements  that  are  "tracked"  by  ANHIC  which  have 
not  been  observed  in  over  100  years  (i.e.  prior  to 
1900).  Over  2,100  occurrences,  or  about  60%  of  all 
vascular  plant  occurrences  processed  by  ANHIC 
were  last  observed  20  or  more  years  ago  (i.e.  prior 
to  1980).  Volunteers  with  an  interest  in  botany  are 
helping  ANHIC  rediscover  these  old  records,  mak- 
ing significant  contributions  to  knowledge  of  the 
natural  biodiversity  of  Alberta. 

ANHIC  is  part  of  an  international  network  of 
Conservation  Data  Centres  (CDCs)  and  Natural 
Heritage  Programs  (NHPs)  that  is  helping  to  con- 
serve the  world's  biodiversity.  The  Alberta  centre 
was  established  through  the  cooperative  efforts  of 
Alberta  Environment,  Parks  Canada  and  The 
Nature  Conservancy. 

If  you  want  more  information  about  ANHIC, 
including  what  elements  are  tracked,  visit  our  web 
site  at: 

http://www.gov.ab.ca/env/parks/anhic/anhic.html 

or  call  John  Rintoul  at: 

(780)  427-6639 
or  write  to  him  at: 

2nd  Floor 
Oxbridge  Place, 

9820  - 106  Street, 

Edmonton,  AB  T5K  2J6 


1999  Volunteer  Conference: 
Not  a Complete  Wash  Out 
(May  14  - May  16) 


Submitted  by  Sandra  Myers 
Volunteer  Services  Coordinator 
Parks  and  Protected  Areas  Division 

Despite  the  weather,  the  volunteers  began  rolling  into 
Pigeon  Lake  Provincial  Park  early  Thursday  morning 
for  the  1999  Volunteer  Conference.  Approximately  100 
participants  attended  various  workshops  and  special 
events  offered  throughout  the  three-day  conference. 

The  constant  downpour  on  Friday  evening  did  bring 
some  interesting  challenges  for  organizers  and  volun- 
teers alike,  especially  for  the  brave  souls  who  were  tent- 
ing. Everyone  got  acquainted  during  the  "Meet  and 
Greet"  Social  over  hot  drinks  and  snacks.  The  campfire 
sing-a-long  was  moved  inside  the  cook  shelter,  where 
people  packed  in  shoulder  to  shoulder  around  the  wood 
burning  stove. 

A cool,  damp  Saturday  morning  began  with  a change  of 
venue,  through  the  valiant  effort  of  volunteers  and  staff, 
who  cleaned  the  shop  and  set  up  benches.  Sessions  and 
workshops  were  held  throughout  the  day.  As  always, 
Saturday’s  potluck  supper  included  an  amazing  array  of 
excellent  food.  Evening  events  included  Volunteer 
Recognition  presentations  (see  "1999  Volunteer 
Recognition  Awards"  pages  6-8)  and  an  interpretive 
program  by  Keith  Booking,  Visitor  Services  Officer 
from  Cypress  Hills  Provincial  Park. 

The  sun  finally  shone  brightly  on  Sunday  morning  just 
in  time  for  the  pancake  breakfast.  For  conference  par- 
ticipants who  chose  to  take  the  optional  field  trip  to  Mt. 
Butte  Natural  Area,  it  was  a great  ending  to  the  week- 
end. ♦ 
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Host  Site:  Dinosaur  Provincial  Park,  UNESCO  World  Heritage  Site 


Alberta  Environment’s  Natural  Resources  Service  invites  you  to  attend  its  third  annual  Volunteer 
Conference.  We’re  building  on  the  successes  of  our  past  two  workshops  and  have  incorporated 
the  many  suggestions  from  our  volunteers  and  staff  to  design  the  2000  program. 

You  play  an  integral  role  in  delivery  of  the  diverse  services  and  programs  we  provide  to  the  cit- 
izens of  Alberta.  We  want  you  to  do  “all  that  you  can  do”  in  connection  with  volunteer  opportu- 
nities ranging  from  campground  hosts  and  protected  areas  stewards,  to  assisting  Fisheries  and 
Wildlife  staff  with  resource  management  activities,  and  assisting  with  data  collection  for  water 
resources  programs. 

We’ll  have  something  for  you  at  the  workshop  regardless  of  what  you’ve  chosen  as  your  volun- 
teer activity.  From  beginner  to  advanced,  we  will  be  offering  an  opportunity  to  build  new  skills 
and  enhance  old  ones.  This  year,  we  will  also  include  sessions  for  our  many  cooperating  associ- 
ations, both  for  board  members  and  their  volunteers. 

We  are  planning  a weekend  that  will  foster  networking  through  a balance  of  common  sessions 
and  specific  program  sessions  with  a pick  and  choose  menu  to  satisfy  your  individual  skills  and 
interests. 

Dinosaur  Provincial  Park  staff  are  preparing  a full  slate  of  activities  to  enhance  the  workshop, 
with  guided  hikes  and  bus  tours,  as  well  as  behind-the-scenes  opportunities. 

You  are  invited,  so  mark  it  on  your  calendar:  May  5th  - 7th,  2000.  An  information  package  is 
being  prepared  to  provide  you  with  details.  Drop  us  a line  so  that  we  can  ensure  you  are  on  the 
mailing  list. 


Natural  Resources  Service 
Parks  and  Protected  Areas  Division 
2nd  Floor,  Oxbridge  Place 
9820  - 106  Street 
Edmonton,  AB 
T5K  2J6 

Attention:  Lori  Ruzycki 

or  e-mail  her  at  Lori.Ruzycki@gov.ab.ca 


1999  Volunteer  Recognition  Awards 


Submitted  by  Sandra  Myers 
Volunteer  Services  Coordinator 
Parks  and  Protected  Areas  Division 

At  the  4th  annual  Recognition  Awards  weekend,  the 
Volunteer  Coordinating  Committee  and  dignitaries 
from  the  Natural  Resources  Service  presented  awards 
to  recognize  hosts  and  stewards  for  their  valuable  con- 
tributions to  Alberta’s  parks  and  protected  areas. 

In  1998,  volunteers  contributed  over  75,000  hours  to 
Alberta  Environment.  Over  2/3  of  those  hours  were 
contributed  by  campground  hosts  and  volunteer  stew- 
ards. 167  volunteers  hosted  in  provincial  parks  and 
recreation  areas  throughout  the  province,  contributing 
over  28,000  hours.  Meanwhile,  243  individual  stew- 
ards and  71  steward  groups  monitored  173  natural 
areas,  3 ecological  reserves,  one  provincial  park  and 
one  conservation  easement.  In  1998,  stewards  con- 
tributed over  21,391  hours.  Truly,  volunteers  make  sig- 
nificant contributions! 

The  Natural  Resources  Service  (NRS)  recognizes  its 
volunteers  in  various  ways,  including  at  the  volunteer 
conference  weekend.  Host  contributions  are  recog- 
nized at  the  end  of  each  season  by  staff  at  the  site  where 
they  hosted.  Volunteer  stewards,  because  of  the  nature 
of  their  program,  are  recognized  once  a year,  at  two, 
five,  and  ten  year  milestones.  Both  programs  also  pres- 
ent outstanding  achievement  awards. 

It  is  with  great  pleasure  that  we  honour  all  of  our  vol- 
unteers for  their  hard  work.  Annually,  hundreds  of  visi- 
tors are  greeted  by  volunteer  hosts,  and  numerous 
research,  education  and  site  maintenance  activities  are 
completed  by  stewards  of  all  ages.  This  success  would 
not  be  possible  without  you. 


Volunteer  Steward  Outstanding 
Achievement  Awards 

Stewards  who  go  “above  and  beyond  the  call  of  duty” 
are  recognized  for  their  exceptional  contributions  with 
the  Outstanding  Achievement  award.  This  year’s 
recipients  were  presented  with  hiking  stools  and  parks 
books.  The  organizations  they  represent  were  given 
recognition  plaques.  This  year,  the  awards  went  to: 

• Ben  Gadd  and  Terry  Wachniak,  representing  the 
Alberta  Speleological  Society  - Cadomin  Cave 
Natural  Area 

• Michael  Black,  David  Doze  and  Ken  Alberg,  repre- 
senting the  Battle  Lake  Natural  Area  Preservation 
Society  - Mount  Butte  Natural  Area 

• Jean  Funk,  Kent  Lukinuk,  Reg  Gray,  Howard 
MacPherson  and  Rose  Keiller,  representing  the 
Sherwood  Park  Natural  Area  Volunteer  Stewards; 
Strathcona  County  councillor  Glen  Lawarence 
accepted  the  plaque  on  behalf  of  the  County. 
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Outstanding  Stewardship  Award 
Honours 

Alison  Dinwoodie 


1999  Outstanding 
Volunteer  Host  Award 
Ed  and  Claire  Fafard 


In  1997,  in  celebration  of  a decade  of  public  commit- 
ment to  Alberta’s  natural  heritage,  the  Honorable  Ty 
Lund,  former  Minister  of  Environment,  presented 
Alberta’s  volunteer  stewards  with  the  outstanding  stew- 
ardship award,  a beautiful  buffalo  print  called  "Sacred 
and  Sacrificed".  Each  year  this  award  is  passed  on  to  a 
new  recipient  in  recognition  of  outstanding  contribu- 
tions. This  year’s  recipient  is  Alison  Dinwoodie,  of  the 
Alpine  Club  of  Canada. 

Alison  has  been  a volunteer 
steward  for  the  Cardinal 
Divide  Natural  Area 
since  1994.  She  is  the 
driving  force  behind 
the  environment 
committee  for  the 
Edmonton  chapter 
of  the  Alpine  Club 
of  Canada.  Her  cur- 
rent project  entails  a 
guide  to  alpine  plant 
look-alikes  to  assist  oth- 
ers in  recognizing  tricky 
species.  Not  only  did  she 
write  and  assemble  the  beautiful 
Cardinal  Divide  brochure,  she  is  also  tireless  in  her 
efforts  to  manage  off-highway  vehicle  use.  Through  her 
solo,  overnight  trips  into  the  Cardinal  headwaters  she 
documented  damage  to  the  area.  She  is  a great  adven- 
turer and  her  skills  with  maps  are  legendary.  Her  ongo- 
ing efforts  to  educate  natural  area  visitors  make  signif- 
icant contributions  to  preservation  of  Alberta’s  natural 
heritage. 


Submitted  by  Dave  Vetra 
Conservation  Officer 
Pembina  Provincial  Park 

Fifteen  years  ago,  when  provincial  parks  were  adminis- 
tered by  the  Recreation  & Parks  Department,  we  decid- 
ed to  embark  upon  an  great  experiment.  Why  not  ask 
volunteers  to  help  greet  park  visitors?  This  led  to  the 
creation  of  the  volunteer  host  program.  Two  parks  were 
chosen  to  pilot  the  fledgling  program  - Young’s  Point 
and  Wabamun  Lake.  Thanks  to  dedicated  hosts  and 
staff,  the  program  has  come  a long  way  since  its  mod- 
est beginning. 

Ed  and  Claire  Fafard  were  hosts  during  the  inaugural 
year,  and  have  served  as  hosts  every  year  since.  Claire 
is  a librarian  at  Father  Leo  Green  Catholic  Elementary 
School  and  Ed  recently  retired  from  Coca-Cola  Bottling 
Ltd.  As  you  might  imagine,  on  any  given  day,  espe- 
cially during  the  dog  days  of  summer,  you  will  likely 
find  a staff  member  partaking  in  a cool,  refreshing  coke 
product  at  the  Fafard  campsite. 

In  the  past  fifteen  years,  Ed  and  Claire  have  volunteered 
thousands  of  hours,  bringing  their  easy  smiles  and  laid 
back  ways  to  the  service  of  hundreds  of  our  clients.  In 
recognition  of  Ed  and  Claire’s  years  of  dedication  and 
devotion  to  the  volunteer  host  program,  they  were  pre- 
sented with  “his  and  hers”  volunteer  program  watches. 
We  thank  you  again  for  all  of  your  time  and  effort.  Best 
wishes  for  the  future  and  good  luck  (Ed)  in  qualifying 
for  the  senior  PGA  tour. 


Left  to  Right:  Fred  MofFatt,  Claire  Fafard,  Ed  Fafard,  Dave  Vetra 
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1999  Volunteer  Steward  Awards 


10  Year  Awards 

(Recipients  presented  with  Volunteer  Steward  Vest) 

* Alberta  Off  Highway  Vehicle  Association  - Redwater  Natural  Area 

5 Year  Awards 

(Recipients  presented  with  Volunteer  Steward  Sweatshirts) 

* Anita  Crunican  - Bow  Valley  Natural  Area 
*Castle  Crown  Wilderness  Coalition  - Big  Sagebrush  Candidate  Natural  Area 
*Debolt  & District  Pioneer  Museum  Society  - Sturgeon  Lake  Natural  Area 
*Edmonton  Bird  Club  - Edgar  T.  Jones  Natural  Area 
2 Year  Awards 

(Recipients  presented  with  Volunteer  Steward  T-shirts) 

*Jim  Hogaboam  - Canmore  Flats  Natural  Area 

* Sandra  Newell  - Moose  Mountain  Candidate  Natural  Area 

*Ryan  Zapisocki  - Kootenay  Plains  Ecological  Reserve,  Helina  Area  Candidate  Natural  Area,  Perch  Lake 

Lac  Cancard  Candidate  Natural  Area 

*Friends  of  Rose  Creek  Society  - Horseshoe  Creek  Natural  Area 


CONGRATULATIONS  AND  THANK  YOU  ALL  FOR 
YOUR  VALUABLE  CONTRIBUTIONS  TOWARDS 
PRESERVATION  OF  ALBERTA’S  NATURAL  HER- 
ITAGE AND  SERVICE  EXCELLENCE. 


An  Active  Approach  to  Fisheries  Education: 

The  Sam  Livingston  Fish  Hatchery  Volunteer  Society 


Submitted  by  Barb  Ainslie 
Education  Programmer 
Bow  Habitat  Station 


Habitat 

Station 

Sam  Livingston  Fish  Hatchery 


Alberta  Environment’s  Sam 
Livingston  Fish  Hatchery  is  a 
major  attraction  in  Calgary. 
The  hatchery  supports  both 
fish  rearing  and  public  educa- 
tion. It  is  visited  annually  by 
approximately  20,000  people. 
Opened  in 
1973,  the 


hatchery 
houses  over  10,000  square  feet  of 
self-guided  exhibits.  The  facili- 
ty’s rearing  operations,  where 
over  3.5  million  trout  are  raised 
annually,  are  accessible  to  the 
public  through  viewing  windows. 


In  1991  the  Sam  Livingston  Fish 
Hatchery  Volunteer  Society 
(SLFHVS)  was  formed  to  assist 
with  security,  public  reception 
and  education.  Trained  volun- 
teers host  visitors  and  provide 
information  about  hatchery  dis- 
plays, exhibits  and  operations. 

Currently,  volunteers  deliver  over 
300  tours  per  year!  The  SLFHVS 
is  also  actively  involved  in  the 
Alberta  Adopt-a-Lake  program,  Fishing  Game 

assisting  with  technical  activities  such  as  fin 
clipping  and  fish  stocking,  planning  special  events 
like  "Wild  Thing"  and  delivering  outreach  school  edu- 
cation programs. 


right  in  our  backyard.  What  are  we  going  to  do  about 
it?"  The  hatchery  will  become  a provincially  signifi- 
cant fisheries  education  facility  with  programs  that  pro- 
mote public  understanding  and  support  for  one  of  the 
department’s  most  important  mandates:  management  of 
provincial  fisheries. 


In  the  future.  Bow  Habitat  Station 
will  be  a discovery  centre  where 
visitors  can  explore  and  learn 
about  Alberta’s  fisheries  both 
inside  and  outside  the  walls  of  the 
facility.  Recently,  the  City  of 
Calgary  joined  the  department 
and  the  society  in  developing  a 
24-acre  interpretive  wetland  in  the 
park  adjacent  to  the  hatchery. 
This  wetland  will  contain  repre- 
sentative examples  of  common 
stream,  pond  and  wetland  habitats 
of  a southern  Alberta  foothills 
stream.  It  will  make  an  ideal  out- 
door classroom! 


The  SLFHVS  is  now  partnering  with  Alberta 
Environment  on  a major  revitalization  of  hatchery  vis- 
itor areas.  This  upgrade  will  result  in  a world-class 
education  and  interpretive  centre  called  Bow  Habitat 
Station.  The  goal  of  Bow  Habitat  Station  is  to  provide 
information  about  fish  habitat  and  fish  conservation, 
and  to  increase  awareness  and  citizen  action  through 
first-rate  education  programs.  Exhibits  and  educa- 
tional programs  will  be  guided  by  the  following  theme 
statement:  "Fish  and  fish  habitat  in  Alberta,  they’re 


To  help  realize  their  dream 
(development  of  the  Bow  Habitat 
Station  and  interpretive  wetland), 
the  SLFHVS  participated  in  the 
Rotary  Club-sponsored  Achieve 
Millennial  Masquerade  Benefit  Dinner  and 
Charity  Auction  on  October  23,  1999.  "Achieve"  is  a 
conglomerate  of  non-profit  organizations  that  team 
together  to  fund-raise  by  staging  a gala  evening  and 
auction  to  support  their  respective  causes.  Proceeds 
from  this  year’s  event  will  go  toward  hiring  a full-time 
program  coordinator  for  the  SLFHVS. 

New  members  are  always  welcomed  by  the  SLFHVS. 
If  you  are  interested  in  learning  more  about  their  work, 
please  call  Sarah  Hiuser  at  the  hatchery  at  (403)  297- 
6561.  ♦ 


Dinosaur  Natural  History  Association 


Submitted  by  Fred  Hammer 
Visitor  Services  Supervisor 
Dinosaur  Provincial  Park 

In  the  fall  of  1986,  a small  group  of  people  from  the 
Brooks  area  met  to  discuss  a common  passion: 
Dinosaur  Provincial  Park  World  Heritage  Site.  They 
decided  the  Park  would  benefit  from  stronger  ties  with 
the  local  community.  A steering  committee  was  formed, 
with  support  from  Alberta  Environment  staff.  Open 
houses  were  held  to  provide  information  on  co-operat- 
ing societies  and  to  gauge  the  level  of  support  from 
local  citizens.  From  these  meetings  a new  society  was 
incorporated,  the  Dinosaur  Natural  History  Association 
(DNHA).  In  July  1987,  a formal  co-operating  agree- 
ment was  signed  between  the  DNHA  and  the  depart- 
ment, making  the  DNHA  the  first  cooperating  associa- 
tion affiliated  with  Alberta  provincial  parks  and  pro- 
tected areas. 

The  goal  of  the  Association  is  to  work  with  government 
in  a spirit  of  friendship  and  mutual  respect  to  achieve 
common  objectives  for  the  protection,  preservation  and 
presentation  of  the  park’s  natural  and  cultural  heritage. 
The  DNHA  raises  funds  and  accepts  donations  to  meet 
its  operating  expenses.  It  directs  funds  to  appropriate 
projects  that  support  the  park’s  and  the  association’s 
mutual  objectives.  Most  DNHA  members  are  from 
southern  Alberta,  but  recently,  people  from  across 
Canada,  the  United  States,  the  United  Kingdom,  Europe 
and  Australia  have  joined  to  lend  their  support. 

Since  1988,  the  DNHA  has  operated  a bookstore,  pro- 


viding educational  materials  that  enhance  the  visitor’s 
experience.  Profits  from  the  store,  together  with  dona- 
tions, have  enabled  the  DNHA  to  sponsor  many  events 
and  projects,  such  as  the  annual  Parks  Day  "Take  A 
Hike"  event,  the  park  newspaper,  purchase  of  prop 
materials  for  interpretive  theatre  programs,  guest 
speaker  honourariums,  and  purchase  of  audio-visual 
and  computer  equipment  for  the  visitor  services  pro- 
gram. Recently,  the  DNHA  contracted  with  Alberta 
Environment  to  handle  sale  of  bus  tour  and  guided  hike 
tickets,  and  to  provide  staff  for  the  information  desk. 

The  Board  of  Directors  has  faced  many  challenges  over 
the  years.  In  1995  they  made  a major  commitment  to 
the  long-term  growth  of  the  association  by  hiring  a 
year-round  executive  director  to  guide  its  development. 
This  year  Sarah  King,  the  current  incumbent,  super- 
vised five  seasonal  staff,  with  an  annual  budget 
approaching  six  figures.  Plans  for  the  future  include 
expansion  of  the  DNHA  web  site  to  facilitate  year- 
round  mail  order  book  sales,  and  possibly  hosting  chil- 
dren’s "Sleep  with  the  Dinosaurs"  nights  at  the  Field 
Station  in  the  winter. 

...  continued  on  next  page 


A cooperating  association  is  a non-government,  apolitical,  not-for-profit 
society,  incorporated  under  Alberta’s  Societies  Act,  that  has  a signed  agree- 
ment with  the  Minister  or  Regional  Director  allowing  them  to  augment  her- 
itage appreciation  and  resource  management  services  at  specific  sites  within 
the  parks  and  protected  areas  network.  Working  in  partnership  with  staff, 
these  "arms  length"  associations  provide  additional  products  and  services  to 
our  visitors.  Under  their  agreements,  associations  are  encouraged  to  develop 
their  own  products  and  services,  which  are  approved  by  a conservation  offi- 
cer or  designate. 
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...  continued  from  page  10 


Over  its  twelve  years,  the  DNHA  has  had  its  share  of 
growing  pains,  triumphs  and  disappointments,  not 
unlike  other  non-profit  organisations.  However, 
throughout  its  existence,  DNHA  board  directors  and 
general  members  have  shown  their  trademark  commit- 
ment, affection  and  enthusiasm  for  a very  special  place 
on  this  planet,  Dinosaur  Provincial  Park.  ♦ 


Editor’s  note:  There  are  currently  10 
cooperating  associations,  commonly 
known  as  "friends  of  groups,  operating 
in  Alberta ’s  parks  and  protected  areas,  as 
well  as  similar  groups  such  as  Sam 
Livingston  Fish  Hatchery  Volunteer 
Society.  These  non-profit  associations 
make  significant  contributions  to 
resource  management  and  heritage 
appreciation.  They  are  excellent  exam- 
ples of  stewardship  and  volunteerism. 


Over  100  people  registered  for  the  1999  DNHA  Parks  Day  "Take  A 
Hike"  event.  Four  hikes  were  offered  at  the  park  on  Parks  Day  ‘99. 
Seated  left  to  right  are:  Sarah  King,  Nigel  Seymour,  Cathleen 
Patterson,  and  Brian  Meggitt. 


Volunteers  Get  Wet 


Submitted  by  John  Willis,  Technologist 

Monitoring  Branch 

Water  Management  Division 

Increasing  volunteer  participation  in  Alberta 
Environment’s  surface  water  programs  is  evidence  of 
public  interest  in  the  environment.  Volunteers  have 
been  working  with  the  Monitoring  Branch  of  Water 
Management  Division  for  over  30  years.  Volunteer 
observers  at  various  locations  around  the  province 
record  water  levels  from  staff  gauges  on  lakes  and 
streams,  augmenting  our 
efforts.  Volunteers  have 
filled  important  gaps  in 
our  records,  resulting  in  a 
more  comprehensive  data- 
base. Without  volunteer 
observers  it  would  be  diffi- 
cult for  us  to  obtain  this 
information  at  these  some- 
times remote  locations. 

Eleven  years  ago,  citizens 
came  forward  to  volunteer 
for  water  quality  sampling 
after  learning  about  our 
difficulty  in  resourcing 
new  field  programs. 

Again,  an  example  of  how 
Albertans  are  prepared  to 
take  action  to  help  manage 
the  province’s  natural 
resources.  We  provided 
equipment  for  obtaining 
samples,  as  well  as  training 
and  compensation  for  out  of 
pocket  expenses.  Volunteers  sub- 
mitted biweekly  and  monthly 
samples  to  our  lab  for  the  entire  five-to-six  month  sum- 
mer period.  The  focus  of  the  research  is  productivity, 
or  nutrient  status,  of  lakes.  A Secchi  disc  reading  for 
water  clarity,  is  obtained  at  the  deepest  spot  on  the  lake. 
From  this  information,  they  calculated  the  sampling 
depth  for  that  day,  sampling  at  10  places  on  the  lake 
surface.  These  samples  are  combined  into  one  contain- 
er. On  shore,  this  composited  water  is  filtered  so  that 


chlorophyll  concentration  can  be  analyzed  to  determine 
the  amount  of  algae  present.  As  well,  a phosphorus 
water  sample  is  poured  off  into  a rinsed  bottle,  to  be 
analyzed  later  at  the  lab. 

Overall,  we  were  pleased  with  the  results.  Committed 
and  enthusiastic  volunteers  attend  training  sessions. 

Many  of  these  volun- 
teers have  cabins 
along  the  lakes. 
They  provide  their 
own  boats,  motors, 
gas,  safety  items, 
and  time.  Much  of 
the  work  is  carried 
out  on  weekends, 
with  the  proviso  that 
the  sample  be  sent  to 
the  lab  within  24 
hours  of  collection. 
During  the  winter, 
Water  Sciences 
Branch  provides 
volunteers  with  a 
report  of  the  find- 
ings. Lakes  tested 
by  volunteers 

include;  Ghost 
Reservoir,  Bumstick 
Lake,  Sandy  Lake, 
Matchayaw  Lake, 
and  Wizard  Lake. 

Five  years  ago,  the  Alberta 
Lake  Management  Society  (ALMS)  took  over  the  pro- 
gram, now  known  as  "Lake  Watch".  Today  they  under- 
take training  and  coordination  of  volunteers,  and  pro- 
duction of  reports.  Monitoring  Branch  continues  to 
provide  equipment,  initial  training  of  ALMS  coordina- 
tors, and  analyses  of  water  samples. 

...  continued  on  next  page 


Trina  Bell  of  the  Monitoring  Branch 
takes  a water  sample 
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...  continued  from  page  12 


More  recently,  local  environment  groups  and  concerned 
citzens  have  approached  us  for  data  on  streams.  When 
told  of  the  lack  of  information  available,  these  groups 
and  individuals  were  eager  to  carry  out  water  sampling 
for  a streams  database.  This  database  will  be  used  with- 
in a larger  context  of  management  schemes  for  stream 
watersheds.  This  year  Joe  Trowsdale,  a member  of  a 
local  fish  and  wildlife  club,  working  in  conjunction 
with  local  landowners  and  agriculture  and  conservation 
groups,  sampled  Pipestone  Creek  near  Wetaskiwin.  At 
Little  Red  Deer  River  near  Innisfail,  Don  Curtis,  a local 
cattle  rancher  and  member  of  the  Cottonwood  Gordon 
Agricultural  Community  Association,  volunteered  to 
take  water  samples,  because  of  his  concern  about  water 
quality  and  poor  fishing.  His  water  samples  were  ana- 
lyzed for  phosphorus.  To  convince  local  residents  of 


the  possible  impact  of  municipal  effluents  and  feed  lot 
runoff  he  also  collected  bottles  of  water  at  ten  different 
sites  to  illustrate  visible  water  quality  above  and  below 
various  locations.  Don  and  Joe  are  excellent  examples 
of  people  working  individually  and  in  groups  to  effect 
change. 

Volunteerism  with  the  Monitoring  Branch  of  Water 
Management  Division  is  alive  and  well.  Volunteers 
gain  a sense  of  satisfaction  and  empowerment  in  learn- 
ing and  using  the  techniques  of  water  sampling,  and 
thanks  to  active  citizen  involvement,  we  are  able  to 
continue  to  provide  meaningful  data  on  Alberta’s  water 
bodies.  ♦ 


Vitalize  2000 

The  Wild  Rose  Foundation 
Volunteer  Conference  is  Back! 


Are  you  interested  in  expanding  your  volunteer  profile? 
Enhancing  your  skills?  Learning  about  issues  relating  to  volun- 
teering and  having  loads  and  loads  of  fun?  Then  get  ready  for 
the  upcoming  12th  annual  Vitalize  Conference. 

Don’t  miss  out!  The  Conference  is  to  be  held  on  June  1-3,  2000 
at  the  Calgary  Telus  Convention  Centre.  Be  sure  to  mark  your 
calendar  for  this  important  upcoming  event.  You  won’t  want  to 
miss  it. 


Q 


For  more  information,  visit  the  Wild  Rose  Foundation  website 
at:  http://www.gov.ab.ca/wrf/,  or  call  the  Foundation  office  at 
(780)  422-2325,  fax  number  (780)  427-4155.  If  you  reside  in 
Alberta,  Canada,  please  call  310-0000,  a toll  free  number,  to  be 
connected  to  a RITE  operator  and  ask  for  (780)  422-2325  or 
simply  key  in  this  number  after  dialing  the  310-0000  number. 


TT 


nu 
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Your  Volunteer 
Co-ordinating  Committee 

Successful  volunteer  programs  require  dedicated, 
enthusiastic  staff  and  a whole  lot  of  co-ordination  to 
provide  both  volunteers  and  staff  with  the  training, 
materials,  supplies  and  information  they  need.  This 
important  role  is  the  responsibility  of  the  Volunteer  Co- 
ordinating Committee,  comprised  of  representatives 
from  each  region  and  Parks  and  Protected  Areas 
Division  (PPA). 

Chairperson: 

Rob  Hugill  Bow  Region  (403)  378-4342 

Co-Chair: 

Cam  Hantiuk  PPA  (780)  427-0677 

Volunteer  Services  Co-ordinator: 

Sandra  Myers  PPA  (780)  427-5209 


Stewards  Recognized  by 
Leduc  County 

Congratulations  to  Doris  and  Eric  Hopkins,  Coyote 
Natural  Area  Stewards,  for  their  Leduc  County 
"Environmental  Stewardship  Award".  The 
Hopkins  received  this  award  because  they  were 
instrumental  in  establishing  the  Coyote  Lake 
Conservation  Area.  The  Nature  Conservancy  of 
Canada  and  the  Province  of  Alberta  now  protect  an 
additional  388  hectares  surrounding  Coyote  Lake 
(1254  hectares  are  currently  protected  by  the 
province).  The  habitat  is  home  to  22  species  of 
mammals,  1 54  varieties  of  birds  and  266  types  of 
plants.  A job  well  done,  we  are  proud  to  call  Doris 
and  Eric  Hopkins  volunteer  stewards,  true  "part- 
ners in  preservation". ♦ 


Regional  Representatives: 


Sid  Allen 


John  Doll 


Dave  Vetra 


Doug  Pilkington 
Keith  Booking 


Northeast  Boreal  Region 
(780)  675-2419 
Northwest  Boreal  Region 
(780)  849-7100 
Northern  East  Slopes  Region 
(780)  727-2766 
Parkland  Region, 

(780)  361-1250 
Prairie  Region 
(403)  893-3777 


To  call  any  Alberta  government  agency  toll-free  from 
anywhere  in  the  province,  dial  310-0000,  then  the  num- 
ber, or  hold  the  line  for  operator  assistance. ♦ 


Protected  Areas  Stewards 
Reporting  On  Line! 

If  you  are  having  problems  getting  an  inspec- 
tion report  together  or  sending  it  to  us,  it  is 
now  possible  to  do  it  over  the  internet!  The 
link  to  the  inspection  reports  can  be  found  at: 

http://www.gov.ab.ca/env/parks/volunteer/ 

volmain.html 

When  at  this  site  look  for  the  bolded  line: 

” Volunteer  Steward  Reporting  Form”. 
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Backyard  birdwatchers  needed  to  help 
scientists  monitor  bird  populations 


Reprinted  with  permission  from  the  Rimbey 
Review  October  13, 1999 

Bird  Studies  Canada  and  the  Canadian  Nature 
Federation  are  calling  on  bird  enthusiasts  from 
across  the  country  to  help  monitor  winter  birds  in 
Canada.  You  can  participate  in  this  important 
bird  research  without  ever  leaving  home!  by  join- 
ing Project  Feeder  Watch. 

Founded  in  1976  as  the  Ontario  Bird  Feeder 
Survey,  Project  FeederWatch  now  has  over  14,000 
participants  across  North  America.  These 
"Feeder Watchers"  tell  scientists  how  winter  bird 
populations  are  growing  or  declining,  and  how 
their  continent-wide  distributions  are  changing, 
information  that  is  crucial  to  effective  bird  con- 
servation programs. 

It’s  easy  to  become  a Feeder  Watcher.  Just  watch 
birds  at  your  backyard  feeder  once  every  two 
weeks  from  November  through  March.  Count  the 
kinds  and  numbers  of  birds  you  see,  record  the 
information  on  FeederWatch  data  forms,  and  send 
the  forms  back  to  Bird  Studies  Canada  in  the 
spring  for  analysis.  Or,  enter  your  data  through 
our  interactive  web  page  and,  at  the  same  time, 
keep  track  of  everybody’s  results! 

Participating  in  Project  FeederWatch  is  easy,  and 
for  an  annual  $25.00  registration  fee,  participants 
receive  the  FeederWatch  instruction  booklet, 
resource  manual,  data  forms,  a beautiful  bird  cal- 
endar, a poster  of  common  feeder  birds  and  three 
issues  of  the  newsletter  BirdWatch  Canada,  as 
well  as  the  Bird  Studies  Canada  Annual  Report. 
Bird  Studies  Canada  is  an  independent,  non-profit 
research  institute  studying  birds  and  their  habitats 
for  conservation. 


Make  the  winter  months  a lot  more  fun  by  watch- 
ing birds  at  your  feeder,  and  turn  a backyard 
hobby  into  valuable  conservation  research  by 
joining  Project  FeederWatch.  To  register,  call 
Bird  Studies  Canada  toll-free  at  1 -888-448-BIRD 
(2473),  or  write  to  P.O.  Box  160,  Port  Rowan, 
Ontario  NOE  1M0,  or  E-mail  us  at  < pfw@bsc- 
eoc.org>. 

For  more  information  contact:  Becky  Whittam, 
Bird  Studies  Canada,  Box  160  Port  Rown,  ON 
NoE  1M0  toll-free  (888)  448-2473  fax  (519)  586- 
3532  email:  bwhittam@bsc-eoc.org  Becky 
Whittam  Volunteer  Projects  Biologist  Bird 
Studies  Canada-Etudes  d’Oiseaux  Canada  P.O. 
Box  160  Port  Rowan,  ON  NOE  1M0  (519)  586- 
3531  (ext.  216)  bwhittam@bsc-eoc.org 
http://www.bsc-eoc.org  ♦ 

- Submitted 
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Return  to: 

Volunteer  Services  Coordinator 
Parks  and  Protected  Areas 
2nd  floor,  Oxbridge  Place 
9820  - 106  Street 
Edmonton,  Alberta,  Canada 
T5K  2J6 


3 3286  52236090  4 


Partners  In  Preservation:  Readers  Survey 


Volunteers  and  Staff. ..  .This  is  your  newsletter!  To 
make  it  meaningful  to  you  we  need  your  input.  Please 
take  the  time  to  complete  the  survey  below.  The 
information  will  be  used  to  help  us  determine  the  look 
and  content  of  future  editions. 

1 .  In  your  opinion,  what  are  the  most  important  goals 
for  "Partners  in  Preservation"?  Please  rank  your  top 
three  choices  (1,  2 & 3 ) from  the  categories  below: 

□ To  provide  a forum  for  communication  between 
volunteers,  staff  and  management 

□ To  acknowledge  volunteers  and  their  contributions 
to  the  Natural  Resources  Service  (NRS) 

□ To  motivate  current  volunteers  to  stay  involved 

□ To  provide  information  that  enables  volunteers  to 
learn  more  about  their  duties  or  voluntarism  within 
NRS 

□ To  communicate  about  new  volunteer  opportunities 
and  upcoming  events 

□ To  communicate  information  on  management  and 
policy  decisions  that  affect  volunteers 

□ Other,  please  specify 


2.  What  information  is  of  most  interest  or  use  to  you? 
Please  rank  your  top  three  choices  (1,  2,  & 3)  from  the 
categories  below: 

□ Volunteer  Profiles 

□ Staff  Profiles 

□ Ads  for  upcoming  events  and  opportunities 

□ Volunteer  recognition  and  awards 

□ Feature  articles  on  volunteer  projects 

□ Natural  History  Notes 

□ Steward  Site  Profiles 

□ Publications  and  Resources 

□ Articles  about  past  events  and  conferences 

□ Letters  to  the  editor 

□ Other,  please  specfy 


3.  What  other  suggestions  do  you  have  to  make  this 
newsletter  more  interesting  and  useful  to  you? 


4.  Would  you  be  willing  to  assist  with  production  of 
the  newsletter  by: 

□ Submitting  articles 

□ Soliciting  and  assembling  articles  from  your  organi- 
zation, service  or  region 

Assisting  with: 

□ Editing  □ Mail  outs 

□ Photography  □ Drawings  or  graphics 

If  you’d  like  to  help  out,  please  include  the  following 
information: 

Name : 

Phone  number: 

NOTE:  Personal  information  is  collected  under 

authority  of  the  Parks  Act  and  will  be  used 
only  for  the  purpose  stated. 

Please  return  this  survey  to: 

Sandra  Myers 

Volunteer  Services  Co-ordinator 
Parks  and  Protected  Areas 
2nd  Floor,  Oxbridge  Place 
9820-108  St 

Edmonton,  AB  T5K  2J6 
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